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first interest produced by the arrival of overseas patients, and life in the cozy 
recreation houses provided by the Red Cross. The committee feels that the effort 
was fruitful, as much interest was shown by those who attended these enter- 
tainments. 

San Francisco, Calif. E. W. 

QUARTERS FOR INSTITUTIONAL NURSES 

Dear Editor: I am a graduate nurse, and I have a question which I would 
like to have a superintendent of a hospital training school answer. I prefer 
general duty in a hospital, and that is the reason I am asking this question. Why 
do superintendents give to graduate nurses on general duty such poor sleeping 
quarters? In all my experience I have never had a nice room to which I could 
go. It seems that they always give graduate nurses on general duty rooms which 
cannot be used for any other purpose. In warm climates, the top floor rooms 
are very often given to the graduate nurses and during the time when we are 
off duty it is too warm to stay in these rooms. Are we not tired after a day's 
work ? Then why should we not have pleasant rooms ? In one hospital, to which 
I went, the graduate nurses were given rooms on the fourth floor because the laws 
of the state in which that hospital was located would not permit student nurses 
to be given rooms on that floor. Another hospital gave the graduates rooms in a 
very old, dilapidated house. The smaller hospitals are less favorable than the 
larger ones, because the nurses must do the sweeping and taking care of their 
rooms. Perhaps if we did more for the graduate nurses, we would not have a 
shortage of student nurses. I would like to hear some one else's view on this 
subject. 

Texas G. K. H. 

PRIVATE DUTY NURSING 

Dear Editor: I would like to add a word of appreciation to that of the grad- 
uate who wrote in the April Journal on Private Duty work. I, too, am a gradu- 
ate with over fifteen years of experience in private' work and I think the work of a 
private duty nurse is appreciated beyond measure. My hours are anywhere from 
twelve to sixteen, yes, even twenty-four hour duty in an emergency. My charges 
are even as low as $20 per week if I am sure that is all my patient can really 
afford. Did not Christ go out among the poor as well as the rich? Should we 
consider only the money as we go out to relieve the sick? My home and my work 
are in the country and when my work is done, I rest. I have my "Ford" and 
enjoy a ride, a book, plays, and the good fresh air. Not always do I have every 
convenience. My health is splendid. To be sure, grey hairs appear, years do 
tell, but as age comes, so do kindness and appreciation come. Busy? Yes. What 
a pleasure and comfort to know I am doing my bit to make the world brighter, 
healthier and happier. 

Pennsylvania A Country R.N. 

FROM THE U. S. S. RELIEF 

The inspection of our beautiful ship can be continued as we forge northward 
to our home port, Philadelphia. Let us return to the main deck and pretend it is 
the day after I tried to explain to you the wonderful thrill which comes to us 
when we salute Our Flag. On this deck, forward, is the office of the Officer of 
the Day. You know he is the one who is required to give his undivided attention 
to official business for twenty-four hours, being relieved by the next in rotation, 
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usually alphabetically. He is required to make a tour of inspection after noon 
and at ten o'clock at night; he enters in the journal the report of his inspection, 
the names and diseases of patients admitted, etc., before turning over his duties. 
This journal is read, approved, and signed by the Commanding Officer. On the 
port side is a beautifully equipped X-ray department. This room is lead lined 
and rays cannot penetrate to the laboratory on the opposite side. The "study" 
connects with the X-ray room, but the developing room is on the deck where the 
refrigerating plant is, fci order that the room may be kept cool and the developing 
fluids may not be affected by the heat of the tropics. We are equally proud of 
our laboratory, and the eye, ear, nose and throat division on the same side is a 
splendidly equipped up-to-date section and is always busy. Across the passage 
is the dental department, lacking nothing in equipment, and it has the most mod- 
ern of lighting and electric apparatus. Going aft, we pass the dispensary and 
the record office where the valuable health records are kept, and here on the port 
side is the crew's galley (kitchen) with that of the officers on the starboard. 
Oil burning ranges are installed here and also in the bakery just beyond. Also 
in this section are the spud (potato) peeling room, and the well stocked com- 
missary store. Continuing aft on deck, we pass the ward rooms and staterooms 
of the commissioned Line Officers and also those of the Warrant Officers. And 
here, just at the stern of the ship is the disinfecting plant and also the autopsy 
room. Now climb this ladder and behold our animal house with sheep-pen and 
yard, guinea-pigs, rabbits, and white mice. Notice that they have every appear- 
ance of being well cared for and they seem content with "life on the rolling sea." 
Through this gate, from the animal house, we come to the quarantine deck located 
aft so that the wind carries away germs disposed to loiter. This section is cut 
off from the main part of the ship and is reached only by the ladder and a small 
passage reserved for the staff. There are four wards in this section with a total 
capacity of fifty-four beds. Each ward is fully equipped with toilets, sterilizers, 
etc., and all that is necessary for complete isolation, diet kitchen, and two rooms 
for the corpsmen on duty. There is also the room where the patients remove 
their clothes and from which they enter the disinfecting bath, going from the 
bath to the "clean" room where they receive their clean clothes before leaving 
the quarantine deck. Crossing a little passage or bridge, we come out on the 
upper deck and pass the ward and staterooms of the medical officers. Notice the 
wide deck space and observe at intervals along the bulk heads, the silent call sys- 
tem. In these huge chests are the reclining deck chairs in which convalescent 
patients sit, having the comforting knowledge that on pressing a button a helpful 
person immediately appears. Here are the sick officers' quarters and this de- 
lightful looking room is their ward room. Notice that we have white curtains 
at each door and port (window) and the chairs have linen covers. Is not this soft 
green color scheme restful ? You would scarcely believe that this mahogany fur- 
niture is really of steel. There are eleven rooms. Each one is furnished with a 
crib bed, chair, secretary-bureau, wash stand with fresh running water, and over 
this a toilet cabinet so arranged that bottles, etc., are quite safe. A telephone 
is in every room and a portable light at every crib and the silent call system. Can 
you suggest anything more complete? Did you notice the unusually good bat- 
tleship linoleum on all the decks, and the rounded corners'? Would it not be a 
comfort if all our hospitals were so conveniently built and equipped for being 
kept clean? We have reached the operating room, but I know you will want to 
linger there, so let us stop at our quarters for muffins and tea. 

J. B. B. 



818 The American Journal of Nursing 

JOURNALS WANTED OR ON HAND 
I. 
Dear Editor: I should like to obtain the following copies of the Journal: 
October, November, December, 1912, and September, 1913, containing the title 
page and index of Volume 13, 

M. Gladys Rush, Assistant Librarian. 
Library, Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa 

II. 

Dear Editor: I have the following volumes of the Journal, which someone 
might like to have: Volumes 13 and 14, bound in cloth with gilt lettering; 
Volumes 15, 16 and 17, complete but not bound; Volume 18, except May; Volume 
19, except December; also September, 1912, and October and November, 1919, 
issues. These may be had by paying transportation charges. 

Miss M. S. Mitchell. 

273 South Belmont Avenue, Springfield, Ohio 

III. 

Dear Editor: I have all except a few numbers of the Journal for the years 
1918, 1919, and 1920. Will send them free. 

Schoolhouse Hill, Shields, Pa. Mary E. Simons. 



GOOD THINGS AHEAD 
We are happy to announce that in our October number we shall print the 
first of a series of articles on Mental Health of Children, by V. May Macdonald, 
who is well known for her work in mental hygiene. There is no nurse, whatever 
may be her field, who does not come in touch with children or with their parents 
and who will not be the better for understanding more clearly the effect of early 
habits on later mental stability. 



PUBLIC HEALTH CONFERENCE IN INDIANA 
On May 10, 11 and 12, the Division of Public Health Nursing of the State 
Board of Health, held a Conference of the Public Health Nurses of the State, 
at the Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis. This Conference was more or less in the 
nature of an Institute, and was held in connection with the School for Health 
Officers. This was the second Annual Conference of this tort that has been 
held by this department. The different specialists of the state gave lectures 
and clinics on Dental Hygiene, Care of the Eyes of School Children, Food 
and Nutrition, Mental Hygiene, Toxin and Anti-Toxin with Schick Test, In- 
fant Hygiene, Baby Welfare, Tuberculosis, etc. Round table discussions were 
given on School Nursing, Teaching of Hygiene, Tuberculosis Nursing and the 
Modern Health Crusade. Other lectures were given on Public Speaking, Official 
Social Welfare Agencies, Recreational Work, The Work of the Tuberculosis As- 
sociation, etc. The nurses themselves discussed Summer Programmes, Health 
Shows, and the Problem of Interesting Their Nursing Committees. One hundred 
and fifty nurses registered for the Conference. This seemed a good number, as 
the total number of Public Health Nurses in the state does not exceed one hun- 
dred and sixty. The Conference proved to be well worth while and it is hoped 
that it may be a part of every year's programme, and perhaps, eventually develop 
into an Institute. Next year it is planned to hold Regional Conferences, quar- 
terly, in different parts of the state. 



